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How to Teach Writing

Introductions
• What is a sentence?
• How to make a sentence
BREAK
Lessons Planning
• Student – Centered
Realistic Expectations



Start with the 
basics...





Focus on 3 Parts of a Sentence:
Subject – Verb – Object

(Noun)  --- Verb  --- (Noun)
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Nouns
6

Nouns are everything we 
can see or talk about, touch or not 
touch.

"Naming words"
•Person
•Place
•Thing
•Animal



Nouns in a Sentence:

• The cat (animal) jumped high.

• The _______ (thing) smells sweet.

• Joe (person) is a firefighter.

• The ________ (place) is far away.

Notice: the noun is the first main item 
(subject) of the sentence.
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Verbs
8

A verb is an action word!

If you can do it – it’s a verb!



Examples of Verbs in a Sentence:

• Sam drank chocolate milk.

• Laura hit the ball.

• Mom ______ chocolate chip cookies.

• Ryan ate all of the cookies.

• The cat _______ in the sun.

Notice: the verb comes AFTER the subject (noun). 9



Object
10

• A noun or pronoun
• Receives the action of the verb

• The what
• Who
• Place / Where
• When

• In a sentence it's located after the 
verb:
• Subject – Verb – Object



Examples of an Object in a Sentence:
  Subject      Verb               Object

• I (Subject) threw (Verb) the football (Object).

• You (Subject) are late (Verb) for class (Object).

• Jo and I (Subject) baked (Verb) a ________ (Object).

• She (Subject) sang (Verb) a song (Object).

• The plant (Subject) is growing (Verb) in the window (Object).
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What is a sentence?





Methods: 1 sentence at a time

• Fill in the blank

• Pictures

• Ask questions / answers

• Adding details



Bite – size… mini, tiny, short, lessons



Building a Lesson Plan



Words and Pictures



The kitten chases the ______.

The kitten is______ and ______.

The ball is ___________.

Fill in the Blank - Example

• Select a picture related to 
topic and vocabulary covered 
in the lesson 
o Textbook
o Magazine
o Personal (phone)
o Google

• Example: Color
o Green
o White 
o Gray



Pictures of Person

• Keep the writing simple
o One sentence the first time

▪ Name
o Slowly add another sentence 

for the student to write
▪ Lives?
▪ Married?
▪ Hair color?
▪ Smiling?



Questions and Answers



• Practice 
• Writing
• Spelling
• Vocabulary

• Progress with longer 
phrases

• Challenge student to 
think of answers 

Fill in the blank



Write About Themselves



Student – 
Centered...
• Use tools to guide 

student
• Pace according to 

student's ability
• Review
• Practice



15 Minute Writing Blocks

• Manageable pieces

• Less overwhelming

• Excited and fun

• 1 Skill at a time

• Focused / break it down

• Writing time

• Apply the skills! 



Student - 
Centered

• Keep lessons topic related to 
what is done in the textbook
o Break down into smaller 

pieces
• Slowly add "tiny" lessons

• Skip over lessons / 
sections that 
your student has NOT 
demonstrated the 
skills to be able to do!
• It will be frustrating 

for you and them
• You can go back to them 

when they are ready
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